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Preface

In 1970s Ustadh Khurram Murad spent a few years in India as a prisoner of war after the fall of Dhaka in 1971.  It was then uncertain as to when his imprisonment would end and how would he be released.

It was against this backdrop that he resorted to pen for conveying his innermost feelings in the form of advice to his children living thousands of miles away from him in Pakistan.  While he was engaged in writing these letters to his children, the Indian authorities declared that the prisoners would not be allowed to take any written material with them.  Some youths in the camp transcribed his writings in shorthand in order to send this material to Pakistan.  However, Ustadh Khurram Murad was eventually allowed to take his notebook back home.

Yet the present book is an unfinished, fragmented work.  He had drawn a complete outline of this work.  He intended to bring it out as a guide book containing advice for today’s youth, which they need for leading their lives in accordance with their faith, Islam.  Whenever a suggestion was made to him for the publication of this work, he told us that he would complete it soon.  However, his plan did not materialize.  During his stay in Leicester he tried to take up this work.  He could write only one page.  While preparations were on for his surgery, he gave his consent that this work, even though in a fragment, be published.  For, even in its present form it contains a complete, perfect, life-giving message for every Muslim youth.  It is not directed only at his biological children.  It is addressed to all the Muslim youths who happen to be his children in the spiritual sense.  As it embodies ample guidance, all parents should give a copy of this book as a gift to their young children.  

Ustadh Khurram Murad possessed the gift of articulating his views in a simple, chaste, fluent and moving language.  He was adept at expressing himself forcefully.  He knew well how to address the young.  His books written for Muslim children published by the Islamic Foundation, Leicester, UK are acclaimed throughout the world.  The present work is marked by the same features.  It is able to move the young minds, to persuade them to believe in Islam as their ideal and to devote themselves heart and soul to the cause of Islam. 

We take great pride in presenting this invaluable gift from Ustadh Khurram Murad.

Hassan Suhaib Murad

In the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful

Chapter – 1

O my children!

A few days ago while I was lost in my thoughts after Fajr prayer, which is my usual practice, your images flashed all of a sudden before me.  And I started talking to you.  After a few moments I realized that you were not there to listen to my utterances.  For you are physically at a great distance.  However, I found this engagement so engrossing that I wanted to continue and prolong it.  Unfortunately I do not have the luxury of sending you the letters which could otherwise enable me to communicate to you what I wish.  However, as I have now received some stationery items after a long wait of seven months, I propose to record in writing what I wish to convey to you.  On my release I will meet you and you will Inshallah receive this.  Thus, it will be a gift of the days of separation between you and me. 

I am sure you will like this gift.  It will indeed prove useful for you.  Whenever I travelled, on return I made it a point to bring some gift for you.  In the present adverse circumstances I cannot bring for you any gift other than this.  However, this gift would prove to be far more valuable and precious than the earlier gifts.  If it helps you lead a successful life, it will ensure salvation for both you and me.

I miss all of you quite often.  And at times this gets uncontrollable.  I wish I had wings to fly in order to join you and to embrace each one of you.  For you are the very part and parcel of my being.  I did not realize it earlier.  However, during this imprisonment such wishful thinking is painful and vain.  I am not in the habit of blaming fate or the age in which I am born.  To me it is sinful.  Allah Who has decided our fate is Most Compassionate and Most Affectionate God.  He controls all the happenings around us.  It does not befit a spirited person to lament over his fate.  Only a coward blames others for his plight.  I have always resorted to the path of patience.  I express my innermost feelings before Allah.  The Prophet Jacob (PBUH), the father of the Prophet Joseph said: “I address my sorrow and grief only to Allah.” (The Quran 12:86).
You have written that you miss me much.  Whenever you are overcome with such feelings, do wudu and stand before Allah. Prostrate before Him and pray for both yourselves and me.  If at some time it is not possible to do wudu and prostration, you can, at least, turn wholly to Allah and convey your feelings to Him.  Always ask only Him what you need. Never despair of Him.  Always look forward to the best and have conviction.  It is Allah Who joined us as a family.  You know well how kind He has been to us.  It would be sheer ingratitude if you despair of such a Compassionate Lord and Master.

I am sure the separation between us is temporary.  We will Inshallah reunite.  However, I would like you to think over this point – no matter how long we live together, we have to part company one day.  Our reunion too, is for a while only.  You, I and everyone have to depart from this world on the appointed time and to return to Allah.  No one will ever come back to this world after death.  Would you not like to have a way out which may ensure our permanent reunion and living together in total comfort and happiness?  This reunion would not admit any separation.  I do not believe that any union in this world is forever.  Nor can we lead a totally happy life in this world.  Today we have the opportunity to ensure our perfect reunion in the Next Life.  Our Messenger, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has informed us of the Next Life, which does not admit any separation.

I would very much like you to lead a happy life in this world and to join me.  I have started this guide book in order to help you.  You have time, energy and resources on your side.  You are young and ambitious and imbued with aspirations and ideals.  At this stage if you opt for following the right and true path, no one would be able to stop your onward march.  It would be beyond anyone to distract you. You will enjoy a happy and successful life both in this world and the Next.

I have more expectations from you.  I wish you accomplish what I could not do.  You should pursue the path which I did not follow.  I wish you reach the goals which I only aspired for.  I wish you avoid the pitfalls which I too, tried to avoid.  However, I could not achieve much even after having avoided these pitfalls.  

I would like you to learn something from my experience in life.  If you grasp my message well, you will be blessed with a happy, comfortable life.  Then we will forever enjoy the highest level of comfort and happiness imaginable—fabulous gardens and springs, palaces, delicious food and drinks.  In Paradise we will have all that we wish.  Our Lord will provide us with the best hospitality.  We will have unending joys.  Our union will not be subject to any separation.  We will have bounties which no one will be able to snatch.  We will not suffer from any fear, apprehension, separation or sorrow.

Each one of us is keen on enjoying good life.  It must be your wish to have comfortable, happy and respectable life, and be able to get what you want.  You come across many examples of different life styles.  You may feel drawn towards some, taking them as the model of successful life.  By the same token, you may dislike some life patterns and you may decide not to follow them.  It may be quite hard for your young mind to decide what to do with your life.  Even adults are unable to decide what to do.  Some of them decide to follow even wrong paths and die in the same state.  However, you must remember that life is not something trivial.  You are not supposed to waste it.  Nor should you fall a victim to doubts and lack of conviction.  You should not take a wrong decision which may waste you precious life.  It would be your great loss.  You would be then subject to unending pain and suffering.  

You should bear in your mind that even all the wealth in the world, the highest position, rulership or any great status cannot help you bring back the time lost by you.  You cannot have time back in return for your most prized possessions.  You will get the real value of your time from only your Creator.  For He alone appreciates best the value of His creation.  If you waste your life in serving others, you will end up only as a loser.  You would regret this wrong decision forever.  I would like you to realize that your life and your time are precious.  You should decide to get a befitting reward for your time from your Creator.  If my advice moves you, I will be successful in my mission.

Today you may have plans to become a doctor or engineer or to join army or civil service. You may have dreams to be a businessman. You may have some thoughts about your career, your income and your wish to enjoy life.  It is perfectly all right to have such thoughts and plans.  On my return I will try to help you in reaching a suitable decision.  However, my main concern is that you should become an excellent servant of God and a decent human being.  You should start taking steps in this direction from now on.  This is my wish and my desire.  You must orient yourselves to this goal.  It is immaterial whether you have aspirations or not.  What really matters is you should be such a servant of God that He should take pride in you and mention you with pride before His angels.  You should be such a good human being that I, your family, your community and your country should take pride in you.  Millions of persons are born and die.  You did not have any choice regarding your birth.  You cannot complain about it.  However, leading a purposeful life is very much in your own hands.  You should lead life so well as to benefit others.  People should take your life as exemplary.

You may think that all this is a hard task.  This is not so.  Bring to mind your own abilities and potentials.  In a glance you can look up to the sky. Man’s abilities are beyond any limit.  Man has been able to land on the moon and travel in the space.  From a tiny atom he has unlocked a source of tremendous energy.  Man’s heart is something truly amazing.  It encompasses the entire universe.  Man’s imagination is limitless.  Gifted with such marvellous powers and faculties it is not at all hard for man to become pious.  What is needed is conviction, devotion, purity of thought and intention, indifference to worldliness, resolve, determination and the will to act.  If you brace up yourselves, you can scale any height.

I had read this instructive story in my childhood.  Someone in distress saw in his dream a saint, who directed him to eat what he saw first when he got up in the morning.  He saw a mountain when he got up the next morning.  Initially it put him off.  However, that saint appeared again in his vision, and directed him to proceed.  Accordingly he set out towards the mountain and the distance turned shorter and shorter.  When he reached the top of the mountain, he saw a sugar cube there and ate it.

I am sure you must have thought about the catastrophe which befell our country the last year.  We were faced with defeat and humiliation.  What Allah had entrusted to us, we wasted and lost in no time.  Twenty-five years is not a long period of time in the history of a nation.  It is worth asking as to why and how it happened that we lost a major chunk of our country.  I will discuss this issue later.  This much I would certainly tell you that those at the helm of affairs were unfaithful to the ideals of Islam.  It is ironical because Pakistan was created in the name of Islam.  The public was not taken into confidence.  No effort was made to appreciate the identity and aspirations of various people of our country.  As a result we faced the disintegration of our country.  Without foundation a structure cannot not stand on its own.  Today we need pious and competent persons to lead the remaining part of our country.  It is the need of the hour that with resolve, sacrifice and constant action we follow the straight way.  I would very much like you to be one of those who lead our country out of this morass.  Cannot you take up this challenge?

We take great pride in being Muslims.  However, in today’s world it is not a matter of honour to be Muslims.  We are devoured by everyone.  We have been reduced to rubble which is swept away by anything.  We are like fallen leaves driven by wind.  Or we are like rolling stones which are kicked by everyone.  It is ironical that the community that had been suffering humiliation for thousands of years has been now inflicting humiliation upon us.  Today we are the butt of ridicule. Notwithstanding our population running into millions and our huge resources, we are totally helpless and hapless.  Our misery is instructive.  However, no one will sympathize with us in view of our own misconduct.  We have lost the sense of loss.  We have turned inactive and inert.  There is no hope at all that we would revive ourselves.  Cannot you rise to the occasion and help the Muslim community regain its glory?

Do you know that Allah Himself has designated you as a Muslim, as is evident from the Quran?  For it is synonymous with respect and dignity.  Allah promises that if we adhere to Islam, we will have the upper hand.  A Muslim cannot reconcile with the life of disgrace.  True Muslims are bound to be respectable.  The Muslim community has been looking forward to such leaders who may bring them honour and glory.  You should come forward to put an end to this long wait.

Do not feel demoralized on account of the fact that you may be alone in this mission.  Do not feel daunted by the enormity of this job.  There is always someone to take up a mission.  On reading history you would note that it was mostly an individual who took the initiative and changed the course of action.  A few individuals account for all the major revolutions in the world.

I am sure you must have read how the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) had assembled his family members in order to seek their cooperation in his Prophetic mission, as he invited them to a meal.  However, he met with their rejection, ridicule and sarcasm.  However, an only eleven years old boy responded positively to his call, saying that notwithstanding being weak he would extend him every support.  Upon observing him those present burst into laughter, commenting how these two individuals would conquer the entire world.  Today we mention with much respect the holy names of early Muslims.  In adverse conditions they supported the Prophet (PBUH).  They were young yet they were not afraid.  They became the world leaders as they took the right decision.  So leading the community out of its plight today is not an impossible task for you.

In my childhood my mother had given me a notebook, containing instructive and moving couplets.  One of the poems by Ismael Meeruti was also included in it.  The poem in its paraphrase is as follows: The sky was laden with thick clouds, accompanied with thunder and lightning.  It was a scorching hot day, with totally dry land.  Men and cattle had been suffering badly on account of thirst.  Drought had struck a blow to fields.  There had been no rain for a long period.  Yet, there were numerous water drops inside the clouds.  Each drop thought how on its own it could help others.  Rather, were it to drop it would waste itself.  At long last a dynamic water drop came forward, announcing that since the earth was parched and stood desperately in need of rainfall, it should discharge its duty. It dropped on earth and was followed by numerous rain drops.  Soon it turned into heavy rainfall which satisfied all those on earth.

Think of your own bright, glorious future. You have this call of duty.  The entire world is in need of the message which has been entrusted to Muslims.

I would very much like you to emulate the example of that spirited rain drop.  You should act like the first rain drop which took the initiative.  Without such commitment you cannot achieve anything in life.  You cannot have any success in the world.  You will be no more than an animal that satisfies its basic needs.  However, fired with commitment you are more precious than the Himalaya mountain of gold.  It is now up to you to decide.  I would like you to take the right decision. I wish and pray that you find the ways and means for taking the right decision.  It should not be something difficult for you.  For you already have some idea of the direction in which you should move.  You are already familiar with it.

You had long school vacations. What did you do in this period?  My wish is that you learn Arabic, increase you general knowledge and improve your writing skills in both English and Urdu.  Your time is highly valuable.  Games and sports, fun and friendship are quite useful in their own way.  However, you should strive to gain what will be useful in the Next Life.

Now I take your leave.  May Allah protect you.

Chapter – 2

O my children!

May Allah keep you happy and safe.

It will be difficult for me to maintain some sequence or order in what I say.  I cannot describe what kind of life I have been living in this prisoners’ camp. Amid the all-round chaos it is not easy to maintain any order or discipline. I will nonetheless try not to be incoherent.  Today I will speak to all of you, one by one, though my message is for everyone. 

Ahmad! 

Yours was the first letter which I received from home.  I got it after a very long wait.  Words fail me in describing my joy on getting it.  I realize your importance and your serious, intelligent face flashed before my eyes.  I had come to know you only after my return from the US.  Now you may not recall that after Hasan’s birth, you and I used to watch stars at night.  We talked about Allah Who has created us and the stars.  Since then I did not have any time to talk to you at length.  It is only a wish which I think will never come true.  Even when I am with you, I cannot express myself fully.  You are not good at conversation either.  Your mother has informed me that you feel comfortable in your own room.  This reminds me of my own childhood.  

Now you are past your childhood. You are now 15 years old and a student of matric.  Soon you will enter college.  I have great expectations from you.  May Allah enable you to face the challenges of life and fulfil my dreams about you.

This is the most difficult, crucial and decisive phase of your life.  What you do today will shape your future life.  Your habits will never leave you in future.  If you have any weakness now, it will haunt you forever.  By the same token, if you have virtues, you will do well in life.  It is a difficult stage for you.  For you are neither an adult nor a child.  Your mind is in search of certain ideals to follow. This urge is so strong that it is hard to keep pace with it.  All the time your mind and heart will be inundated with new ideas, objectives, goals and interests.  You will come across numerous models, attracting your attention.  You may like to follow some, though it will not be easy to accomplish that.  You may resent the advice given to you.  At the same time you do need help and support.  You look forward to cooperation.  Without guidance you cannot move forward.  You may find it hard to take decisions.  Days will pass by and you will not still be able to decide something.  You may regret a hasty decision.  At times you will be carried away by strong emotions and feelings. You will be subject to both optimism and depression. You may find life attractive as well as repulsive.  You may sometimes be so much lost in your job that you will feel that time flies.  At others, you may find it very difficult to kill time as you may think that it does not move at all. 

Amid all this never lose hope.  There is ease after every difficulty.  As there is a cycle of seasons and alternation of day and night around us, the same law of nature governs man’s success and failure.  This is unavoidable. If you grasp the meaning of life, you will have the peace of mind.  If you believe in God and have self confidence, you will overcome every hardship.  On some other day I will discuss with you depression which is no less than a fatal disease, for it paralyses man. Try to avoid it as much as possible.  I am sure you will meet the challenges which you face in this phase of life.  I am confident that you are capable of becoming of what you wish to be.

Hasan!  

I got your first letter four days ago.  I had been looking forward to it for ages.  For it was surprising while Ahmad had sent me four letters, you had not sent any.  However, yours was a detailed letter.  May Allah grant you increase in your descriptive power and understanding.  I was struck by the note of seriousness in your letter.  However, it is equally important not to be swayed by emotions.  You should learn what to say and where and in what quantum.  Later you would realize that your community members are victims of sentimentalism.  They do not know what to say and how to say.  There is not much difference in yours and Ahmad’s age.  My letter to Ahmad is addressed to you as well.  Read it carefully.  The faculties granted to you are, no doubt, different from Ahmad’s.  Our Creator has invested every human being, nay even every flower with something unique.  May Allah enable us to follow the straight way and to lead others to it.

Farooq!

I look forward to your letter.  Do not think that I do not hold you dear.  Your resolve is very strong. However, it should not be for any wrong end.  Once you decide to be a good person, I am sure you would leave others behind.  I am sure you miss me.

Farah!

We prayed a lot for your birth.  In response to our fervent prayers Allah blessed us with you.  Perhaps you do not realize how much I unlike other clergyman value the status of women.  Allah has granted equal opportunities to women for success and progress. I would not like you to turn into a male.  Rather, with your feminine traits you should excel man.  What are you studying at your school? Why do not you write to me?

Owais!

How should I communicate with you?  My heart is filled with love and affection for you.  I am grieved over your disability. Are you suffering for any wrong committed by me?  May Allah not make you dependent on anyone?  May Allah enable you to lead life without any hardship?

Faiza!

Love to you. When will I be able to see your little charming face?  We will Inshallah be reunited soon.  One of my friends here received a packet from Calcutta, containing tophies and chocolates.  I thought of all of you.  With much difficulty I took it.  For I was reminded of our family life in Dhaka when we used to have chocolates together.

Chapter – 3

O my children!

How are you today? How do you spend your day? Let us today discuss truth.  Since you came of age, you have heard about truth and falsehood, right and wrong and good and evil.  You often use these words.  You may recall that I had asked you to follow the way of truth, to avoid wrong decisions.  Since our success or failure in life depends upon truth and falsehood, it is essential to have a very clear idea of truth.

I have not discussed with you so far the meaning of successful life and its features.  Let us start with this observation that since the beginning man has realized the distinction between true and false, right and wrong and good and evil.  Man has been aware of this distinction.  All along he has stood by truth and good and been engaged in its quest.  By the same token, man has always loathed falsehood and tried his best to shun it.  Man avoids falsehood in his daily conversation, in his actions and in his conduct.  Then we are faced with some profound questions, without whose answers we cannot lead our life.  Has someone created us?  Is there an end to our lives? Has our Creator instructed us how to lead our life for achieving success? If so, how and when he gave this instruction.  What are the main components of this instruction?

Let us reflect on our life.  You would realize that we always want to find out truth.  For it helps us in taking the right decision and right steps.  Only when you ascertain truth, you take a decision and it is very gratifying.  There is hardly anyone who does not have this feeling.  As one resorts to a lie or an evil action, he feels the pricks of conscience.  Man is bound to suffer from shame and guilt.  

Relations between human beings are established on the basis of truth.  Truth is the cornerstone on which such units as family and state are built and trade and business are run.  The quest for truth prompts man to unveil the secrets of the universe.  Our life, thus, depends upon the quest for truth.  If man has wrong answers to the above questions, he would suffer much.  For example, if he thinks that the universe came into existence of its own, he would be lost.  Likewise, if he thinks that life ends with death, he will face terrible consequences of this wrong belief.  If he does not enjoy bounties in this life in preparation for the Hereafter, if would be foolish on his part. 

Little wonder then that the Quran places great emphasis upon truth, upon finding it out and upon abiding by it.  It brands lie or mixing truth with falsehood as something disastrous which destroys man.  The whole Quran revolves around the theme of truth and falsehood.  I am sure you are familiar with this discourse.  Other related words are good or evil.  Man has to work hard for finding out truth.  At times it is a risky venture, entailing sufferings and even losing one’s life.  As the truth dawned upon the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the Hira cave, he had to face opposition, physical torment and his life was in danger.  He had to leave his home town.  The Prophet Jesus (PBUH) was crucified on account of his adherence to truth.  The Prophet John (PBUH) was beheaded for the same while the Prophet Zakariya (PBUH) was cut into pieces.  For the same cause Socrates was poisoned, Galileo was imprisoned and Bruno was lynched.

It is a hard task to find out answers to the fundamental questions of life, to believe in these and to stand by the same.  How to find out true answers is in itself an important question.  Nonetheless, only he finds the answers who realizes the importance of this quest and who is very keen on it.  Such a person holds truth very dear to him after he finds it.  In other words, one’s desire should be genuine and sincere.  In such a case he is likely to find out truth.  Then he is obliged to accept it.  It is a heinous crime not to accept truth after one recognizes it as truth.  It is like cancer which inflicts unbearable pain and misery on one.  

There are three points related to leading life in accordance with truth.  First, there are fundamental questions related to life.  One must have correct answers to these so that he gets a clear idea of the true nature of life, its end and of the universe around him.  Without this knowledge one cannot proceed at all.  Secondly, one should always speak truth and accept truth as he realizes it.  Moreover, there are numerous situations in life in which truth and falsehood and good and evil are not very clear.  In such cases one should try his best to opt for truth and to follow the right way.  We should be concerned most about the truth which is the basis of the creation of this universe.  It will help us realize the true nature of ourselves and of the universe around us.

You are bound to ask that since truth is so important for man, why there are such stringent preconditions for finding it out.  It should have been as easily available as air and water are.  For man cannot survive without these essential items.  You are right in making this observation.  The truth is manifest, in a sense, as clearly as air and water are.  The universe around us proclaims the same truth.  Your own heart endorses the same truth.  Apart from this, the Creator of this universe sent His Messengers in all parts of the world, instructing mankind in truth and falsehood.  These Messengers explained what is truth and what is falsehood.  I would rather assert that truth is more pronounced and easily accessible than air and water.  For it is found in abundance in every nook and corner of the world.

I said that one should have the urge to find out truth.  It is does not mean that the quest for truth is something arduous.  Truth is not too complicated to find out.  The greater the truth is, the simpler and more manifest it is.  Had it not been so, it would have been injustice against mankind.  The Creator has not concealed truth from man. Nor has He made its pursuit difficult, rendering it impossible for man to find it out.

The real point is that if man is not after truth or is satisfied with falsehood, he does not pay any attention to the numerous signs of truth.  I will use the parable of someone who is not interested at all in looking for diamonds and who is content with some pebbles.  Were diamonds to be spread at his feet, he will pick only ordinary pebbles. He will not gain anything even if he is made to stand right in front of a diamond mine.  He will return empty handed.  On the contrary, one who is keen on getting diamonds, he will himself dig the rocks for getting these.  It is worth considering that possessing diamonds is not something easy.  One has to ensure their safety and security.  If one gets diamonds without any effort, he is quite likely to lose these.  One who loses a precious thing is bound to suffer.  The Quran makes this point thus: 

Your God is One God. There is no God but He, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.  To guide those who use their reason (to this truth) there are many signs in the structure of the heavens and the earth, in the constant alternation of night and day, in the vessels which speed across the sea carrying goods that are of profit to people, in the water which Allah sends down from the sky and thereby quickens the earth after it was dead, and disperses over it all manner of animals, and in the changing course of the winds and clouds pressed into service between heavens and earth.

(al-Baqarah 2:163-164)

O my children! 

The truths related to the universe are like diamonds, rather much more precious.  These are invaluable.  If a scientist unravels any law of nature, it is something priceless.  The truths related to the universe are, therefore, much more precious than diamonds.  Our Creator has inscribed the signs of truth on every sand particle of deserts, every leaf of trees and every drop of water.  Only he who has the urge to find out truth will discover it.  It depends on his quest and his sincerity. If one is after a goal, he ultimately attains it.  

You should also bear this in mind that discovering truth is not so difficult as is retaining it and fulfilling one’s obligations towards it.  As truth dawns upon one, he is obliged to discharge onerous duties towards it.  Man has to work hard for discovering truth.  However, he has to work harder for safeguarding it.  Again, without a genuine desire and commitment you cannot safeguard it.  One values what he gains after hard work.  If bags of diamonds or stones are placed on the back of a donkey, it does not make any difference to it.  For a donkey is supposed to carry a load, be it of diamonds or stones.  It cannot note any difference between the two.  Even if it is informed of the immense value of diamonds, it will be all the same to it.  We Muslims behave like that donkey with regard to the truths.  Our attitude towards the Quran which is the source of truth is same.  The Quran says: 

The parable of those who were charged with the Torah and then they failed to live up to it is that of a donkey laden with books.

(al-Jumuah 62:5)

The urge for seeking truth is innate in you.  You may suppress this urge.  However, what is most valuable in life is the quest for truth, and efforts for recognizing and accepting it.

On studying history you will come across numerous examples of tremendous sacrifices made by the servants of Allah in the cause of truth.  They were persecuted and killed in this cause.  The Prophet Abraham (PBUH) succeeded in his quest in finding his Creator. He first considered the sun, the moon and stars in his quest.  The Prophet Moses (PBUH) wandered along with his community for years and was led by a special servant of Allah.  The Prophet Jesus (PBUH) spent a long time in wilderness.  The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was engaged in this quest for years.  Some found the truth and were content with it while others were charged with the task of conveying the truth to others.  All these details appear in the works on history.  On reading this account your heart will, at times, be filled with love and admiration and, at others, with sorrow and grief on noting the plight of the bearers of truth. 

You will also learn about those to whom the truth was conveyed, and their towns resounded with the call to truth.  They were invited to embrace truth privately and publicly, day and night, and through arguments.  They witnessed truth with their own eyes.  However, they behaved like the deaf and the blind.  They dismissed the truth presented to them. As a result, they were destroyed. They were indeed wretched people.

I pray that Allah infuses into your hearts the urge and thirst for truth.  You should then find it hard to survive without quenching this thirst. You should be engaged all along in this cause.  I will discuss the issue of truth in the next letter as well.

Chapter – 4

O my children!

How can one distinguish between truth and falsehood?  What is the source of truth? Is there any criterion for identifying truth?  Let me today discuss with you the answers to the above questions.

Your life cannot be a success without truth.  You feel the innate thirst for truth.  From day one man has been engaged in the quest of truth.  Given this, it is certain that you must have the innate ability to distinguish between truth and falsehood.  You must have the means to ascertain truth.  If it is not so, it amounts to injustice.  As I told you earlier and will repeat again that this universe does not rest on injustice.  Its Creator has not brought it into being for causing any injustice.

We will discuss abilities and potentials later.  Let us reflect first on the means.  You are born with your body.  You possess it.  You may deny anything except your own body.  Your body has amazing potentials.  The following three are its great marvels – your eyes to see, your ears to hear, and your mental ability and reason for taking a decision.  You cannot create any of these on your own.  These are irreplaceable.  Were you to lose any of these, you cannot borrow it from anyone.  The Quran declares: 

“Say! (O Prophet): What do you think? If Allah should take away your hearing and your sight and seal your hearts, who is the god other than Allah who could restore them to you? 

Al-Anam 6:46

Life would be really difficult without any of these.  Man cannot discharge any responsibility without these.  If he is devoid of intellect, he is not held responsible at all.  On thinking you would realize that your Creator has gifted you these invaluable possessions.

Let me now tell you that these faculties of sight, hearing and thinking have been granted to you only for ascertaining truth.  These should enable you to lead life in accordance with truth.  At the same time, with their help you should arrange for your comfortable life.  As an infant you start looking around you. All types of sounds reach your ears.  In the beginning you cannot make any sense out of these sounds.  You do not even remember these.  Gradually, however, you exercise your intellect.  You coordinate between what you see and what you hear, and discover linkages between these.  Without intellect you could see and hear only like animals, and may have made some sounds.  As you keep discovering truth, you develop your faculty of speech.  The world spread around you, the sky as a canopy with numerous lamps, the earth as a carpet, with the mountains firmly fixed on it, the rivers meandering through the earth, numerous plants coming out of the soil, many animals and insects moving on the earth, wind across the universe and clouds enveloping us are like an open book.  The more you reflect on these phenomena, truth will dawn upon you. I would rather assert that if you draw upon your faculties of sight, hearing and thinking and look around you, you are bound to realize truth: “God has given you hearing, and sight and thinking hearts so that you may give thanks.” (al-Nahl 16:78).

You learn many things from fellow human beings. Your parents tell you about many things as you grow up. Other people share knowledge with you. They impart you knowledge from some source.  Knowledge is the sum of the human experience.  It constitutes man’s history.  Thus there are means which may help you unravel the truths about this word:

1. Your faculties of sight, hearing and thinking.

2. The world around you.

3. Your own or others’ experiences, known also as history.

4. People like you who have more knowledge than you.

Do not be under the delusion that all that you see with your eyes necessarily constitutes truth.  Or what you cannot see is either wrong, is a whim or does not exist.  Or that you are not obliged to believe in it.  Do not think that only what you consider as correct is so.  Or what is beyond your intellect is not true. Do not think either that your own conclusions in the light of history or your experiences are the only criterion for right and wrong.  Likewise an elder’s statement is not always true.

In other words, there are three means for reaching the truth – what you see with your eyes or with your other senses and what your intellect decodes. The knowledge thus gained is subject to error and doubt.

You may act on reason and arrive at some logical conclusion.  However, even such knowledge is not beyond doubt and error.  It is also likely that someone may impart some knowledge to you.  You may believe it to be true.

I do not intend to land you into complex issues of philosophy.  Let me tell you something simple and straightforward.  If you read a book on philosophy and your heart is enlightened with the message of the Quran, you will learn a lot about the discourse on truth and falsehood.  Yet let me tell you that your Creator has provided you with excellent means for reaching truth.  

The eye is no doubt the basic, valuable and dependable means.  Yet you may see what does not exist.  Likewise you may not see what does exist.  Here is an example – you know as a student of science that light travels at the speed of 1,86,300 miles per second.  As the light ray comes into contact with something, you are able to see it. That is why, you cannot see a thing which is placed in a dark room, owing to the absence of light.  Your inability to see it does not mean that it does not exist.  It is invisible to you in that light does not strike it.  The sun light reaches us in eight minutes.  Although the sun is on the horizon, we are unable to see it.  By the same token, at the sunset, we see it though it has already set.  Some of the stars and planets in this universe are at a distance of millions of light years.  These will be visible for millions of years even after they disappear.  I hope it gives you an idea of optic illusion.

As to those who insist on believing in only what is visible and who deny what is invisible, they are fools. One who is born blind may, on the basis of the same logic, deny the existence of the sky, the sun, the moon and colourful flowers.  Does his rejection negate their existence?  Sight is no doubt valuable, and is a big gift from our Creator.  However, we cannot rely on it fully.

Some people hold that something invisible does not exist.  If you are suffering from stomach ache and someone insists on seeing your pain, you will be enraged.  His denial of the invisible pain will not remove your pain.  For you are undergoing it. If something invisible is rejected by many, you will not agree when you have experienced it.  If you are a truthful person, everyone will trust your statement about your pain.  

Same holds true for intellect. It has its limitations.  All people do not have the same level of intellect.  People down the ages did not have the same level of intellect.  Man’s intellect has been increasing with the advancements in knowledge.  A villager cannot appreciate atomic theory.  His inability to appreciate it does not dismiss this theory.  Intellect fails to ascertain some of the things.  If I tell you about my love for you, it cannot be measured by intellect. At most it can say that a father has love for his children.  It may pass the judgement that my love for you is likely.  Or it may decide so on observing the expression of my love for you.  However, you will have to believe in my statement about my love for you.  Your belief should be in accordance with the customary norms.  You are justified in verifying the signs of love.  

Let us now take up human experience and history.  You know that man’s life is short.  His experience is quite limited.  He cannot find out everything about the entire world and even about himself.  If his success depends upon truth, it would be injustice to him to ask him to keep experimenting all along or pursuing his quest for truth.  For, in this case he may reach truth at the end of his life.  Or he may die even without realizing truth.  Such gross injustice is out of the question.  For this world is characterized by mercy and justice.  If there is some knowledge about truth, human experience should endorse it.  

As to history, it is akin to human experience.  Man’s history covers only a few thousands of years whereas this world is millions of years old.  Furthermore, history is something very complex and complicated.  We cannot say with certainty even about today’s events, what to speak of the events which happened thousands of years ago.  No one can claim that he knows all the events of his country.  If history is taken as the key to ascertaining truth, it would presuppose that earlier communities did not reach truth. Is this not something unfair to them?  It is nonetheless true that one who recognizes truth, history will certainly bear it out.  There cannot be any disparity between truth and history.

Many people claim to invite people to truth. Should we follow all of them?  This is untenable.  You will be naturally confronted with the question as to how they know the truth about the world.  If they have the same means which are available to every human being, how can they claim to know truth?  It is not certain that they really know truth.  Given this, you cannot trust every claimant to truth.  You must believe in only what is certainly true, above and beyond any doubt.  If one claims that he has obtained the knowledge of truth from certain, absolutely sound source, you must test him in the following four respects: 

1.  Is he truthful?  Did he ever tell a lie?  You cannot, of course, trust a liar.

2. Does he have any motive behind preaching truth?  If so, you cannot trust him either.

3. Does he act upon the truth which he preaches?  How can you follow him who does not act on what he says?

4. Does the truth presented by him appear credible to you? Is it affirmed by your intellect?  Do you feel drawn towards it?  Is it endorsed by history?  Does your experience bear it out?  If that truth is not in line with your intellect, the universe and experience, you cannot believe in it.

However, if the truth presented by someone is verified according to the above criteria and you deeply feel that he is true, you should accept him.  The universe around you will bear out his truth.  All the natural phenomena, the sun rays, the moon light, the blowing of winds, the buds on every plant, the chirping of birds, the beauty in the universe, the fragrance of flowers, the high mountain tops, all will underscore his veracity.  When you believe in him and his truth and surrender before him, you would realize that you are not alone.  Rather you have joined his followers at a late stage.  For you will be in the midst of many of his followers.  Every object of nature bows down to truth.  All that is in the heavens and on earth testifies to the same truth which is presented by that person.

Is there such a champion of truth? Did any such person exist in the past?  We will take up this issue in the next letter.  May God protect you.

Chapter – 5

O my children!

Have there been truthful persons in the world, who have invited mankind to truth? What was their message?  I will take up these points today.  

You would note that many persons have claimed throughout history that they have been sent down by the Creator as the bearer of truth.  According to them, their assignment was to instruct mankind in truth.  All of them passed the above test.  None of them ever told a lie.  With such credentials they could not invent such a big lie that they had been deputed by the Creator.  They did not ask for any wages for their preaching truth.  On the contrary, they suffered much hardship in this cause. There was no disparity between what they preached and what they did.  They cited history in support of their claim.

These persons are known as Prophets and Messengers.  Our beloved Messenger, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is the last in this series.  We owe to him all that we have, related to both the worlds, thanks to his mission.  We should better emulate him.  We should make it a point to follow in his footsteps.  We should lay down our lives for his mission and our hearts should overflow with love for him.  

He conveyed to us God’s message, which presents before us the truth related to this world, man and life.  Apart from presenting the truth, his message is borne out by the Book sent down by the Creator.  It goes without saying that only the Creator knows the truth about this universe.  He knows the seen and the unseen and all that is in the heaven and on earth.  He knows best the purpose of man’s creation.  As a creative artist is thoroughly familiar with his work, Allah knows best about His creation.  Let us not forget that our Creator is flawless and perfect.  

Therefore, you should abide by the Quran and the Prophet’s Sirah as these are the bedrocks of truth and guidance.  It will save you from all doubts and uncertainty.  All other means of knowledge are alterable and vulnerable to doubt and hence you cannot trust them fully.  You cannot lead your valuable life in accordance with them.  Only the Quran and Sirah are the criteria of truth and virtue.  These are perfect, free from any defect.  The Quran opens with the assertion that there is no doubt in it.  It repeatedly affirms the same.  Also, the Quran states that it is not the product of the Prophet’s mind. Rather the angels conveyed it to him at Allah’s behest.  This Quranic affirmation has gone unchallenged to this day.  The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the Quran press home the following truths: This world has been created by Allah Who is One.  He is the only Creator; all living beings are His creatures.  There is no one like unto Him.  He cannot be defined in terms of the human language.  For our language is of creatures.  We have not seen Him.  The Creator cannot be described in the language of the creatures.  He is far above how we describe Him.  Out of His mercy He has told us much in our own language about Himself.  This is sufficient to recognize Him and to lead our lives as creatures.  He is far above what people say about Him.  

No one shares His power.  He has not retired after having created this universe.  Rather, He is the master and the king.  He manages the universe each and every moment.  He alone sustains everyone, something which only He can accomplish.  All life is owing to Him.  Life, virtue, beauty and perfection proceed only from Him in their various forms.  Not a leaf does move without His permission.  He does what He wills.  Nothing can happen without His will.  Everything is in His knowledge.  He is the Lord everywhere. 

Accordingly, the Prophet’s message was to serve only Allah, the Creator and to take only Him as the Lord.  He asked people not to worship anyone, be these idols or the sun, the moon, a king or priest, man’s own whims or knowledge, nation or motherland.  None of these is to be taken as the lord.

The other significant point is that there is Life – after – Death which is eternal.  One will be repaid in full there for his actions in this life.  Since our Creator is Most Merciful, this reckoning is essential.  He will not treat alike the pious and the wicked, the unjust and the victim, and the loyal and the rebel.  This world will not end without recompense. One who recognizes God, does good, and follows His Messenger will enjoy bliss in the Next Life.  His joys will be eternal.  On the contrary, he who refuses to do so and commits sins will undergo unending sufferings and pain.  You should therefore spend all your time and possessions in the cause of securing Allah’s reward and your bliss in the Next Life.  The Prophet (PBUH) therefore repeatedly asked people to prepare themselves for their meeting with their Lord.  

The Prophet (PBUH) and the Quran have spelled out good acts.  As you will study the Quran and Sirah, you will learn details.  Now it should be easy for you to recognize that truth is as accessible as air and water.  It is likewise easy to recognize truth.  One has to make some effort for quenching his thirst.  However, Allah has arranged for the availability of truth everywhere.  Had this not been so, man would have been a big loser.  It is common place that rain drops fall everywhere.  However, rain brings out plants only where the soil is good and seeds are there.  Nothing is gained from the raining upon the rocks.  In other words, truth helps only those who are keen on learning, with their open eyes, ears and mind.  They should be willing to uphold the truth once they recognize it.  They should be able to distinguish between good and evil.  They should not indulge in self destruction. 

The Quran introduces itself as the guidance for the pious. For they are many who pass by the truth indifferently notwithstanding their faculties of sight, hearing and thinking.  Their minds are closed to truth.  You can awaken only him who is ready to get up. However, one who has decided not to get up will not respond to any call. His eyes are covered and there is a seal upon his ears and intellect.  Those who refuse to see, though they have eyes, do not hear though they have ears and do not think notwithstanding their mental faculties, they are like cattle, or even worse.  For them their faculties are for enjoying this life.  The same is done by cattle.  They have been endowed with these for this purpose.  However, these faculties are granted to man in order to help him recognize truth.  Therefore, it is said that such people are worse than cattle.  The Quran says: “They are like cattle – indeed, even more astray.  Such are utterly heedless.” (al-A‘raf 7:179) “As for the unbelievers they enjoy the pleasures of this transient life and eat as cattle eat.” (Muhammad 47:2) “Allah has sealed their hearts and their hearing, and a covering has fallen over their eyes.” (al-Baqarah 2:7).

O my children! 

It is my earnest desire that you draw honestly upon your faculties of sight, hearing and thinking.  Do not use these faculties only for earning your bread.  Do not be like those who pass by the signs of truth indifferently like the blind and deaf persons: “How many are the signs in the heavens and earth which people pass by without giving any heed.” (Yusuf 12:105) “Who, when they are reminded of the revelations of their Lord, do not fall at them deaf and blind.” (al-Furqan 25:73)

The Quran repeatedly says that there are signs all around us.  Let us draw upon these consistently.  It will help us follow the straight way and to lead a happy, successful life: “Soon shall We show them Our signs on the horizons and in their own beings until it becomes clear to them that it is the truth.” (Ha Mim al-Sajdah 41:53) “Surely in the creation of the Heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and day, there are signs for people of understanding.  They remember Allah while standing, sitting or reclining on their backs, and reflect on the creation of the heavens and earth, saying: “Our Lord! You have not created this in vain.  Glory to You! Save us then from the punishment of the Fire.” (Ali Imran 3:190-191)

Few of us study the Quran.  Most of us read it for blessing only. Even those who study it look only for its commands.  The Quran is to be read, no doubt, for seeking blessings and for learning commands.  However, it is full of the signs of truths like the rain drops and seeds which result in good harvest.  Few of us appreciate its signs of truths.  When you will study the Quran in translation, you would note that it has some commands while its description of signs of truth in and around you and in history is much more detailed.  There is a recurrent reference to the Life-after-Death.  This is the most precious part of the Quran that it is the truth and blesses us with truth.  It enables us to grasp truth.  The more you imbibe this message, the better it will be for you.  It will ultimately enable you to see the truth with your own eyes.

Let me tell you that once you recognize truth and taste it, your heart will be enlightened. You would walk in the same light which will surround you.  What is better – to stumble in darkness or to walk on a well-lit road?  The parable of light is brilliantly described in the verse of light in Surah al-Nur.  It tells how light guides us and how there is light upon light.  The truth in a believer’s heart is like light in a lamp which is more illuminating than the stars.

This light will facilitate your life.  One day this light will guide you in all walks of life.  It will enable you to cross even very difficult paths.  You can ensure this light for you before your death.  If you do well in this life, it will help you reach an excellent destination.  You cannot even imagine its beauty and value.  You will enjoy perfect peace, happiness and comfort: “On that Day you will see believing man and women that their light will be running before them and on their right hands. They will be told: “A good tiding to you today.  There shall be gardens beneath which rivers flow. Therein they shall abide.” (al-Hadid 57:12)

For grasping and attaining this truth you should pray to Allah.  Let me teach you the prayer which the Prophet (PBUH) used to offer in his Tahajjud prayer.  When you get up early, offer the same prayer in the stillness of the night and you will thoroughly enjoy it: “O Allah! Fill my heart with light, bless my tongue with light, imbue my eyes and my ears with light.  Let there be light at my right, my left, above and beneath me, in front of and behind me.  Let there be light for me all around me and inside my muscles, my flesh, my blood and my hair.  Make me an embodiment of light and fill my whole being with light.  Keep my light increasing, rendering me into a being of light.”

There is another special prayer for night, comprising such truths which you should recognize and affirm.  If Allah enables you, offer this prayer in the small hours of the night as the Prophet (PBUH) used to do: “O Allah! All praise and thanks are to You alone.  You sustain the heavens, the earth and all those in these.  All praise and thanks are to You alone.  You are the king of the heavens, the earth and all those in these. All praise and thanks are to You alone.  You are the light of the heavens, the earth and all those in these. All praise and thanks are to You alone.  You are the truth. Your promise is true.  The meeting with You is certain.  All of your statements are true.  So are Paradise and Hell true.  All Messengers are true.  So is the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  The Last Day is true.  O Allah! I have surrendered myself to You.  I believe in You.  I have placed trust in You.  I have turned to You.  I invoke only You.  So forgive me my sins, the earlier and the later ones, and the open and the secret ones.  You know these.  You are the first and the last.  You are my Lord.  There is no god other than You.” (Bukhari)

      Your should offer these supplications because you can recognize and reach truth only with God’s help and support. If one thinks he has got everything because of his merit, he is denied the light of divine guidance. He is lost in the darkness of arrogance. Never think that you can solve everything with the help of only your intellect. We cannot reach truth on our own. Our intellect, no matter how sharp it might be, is after all God’s creation. He, whom Allah does not will, cannot find the straight way. Likewise, one who is not granted light by Him cannot find light elsewhere. This is declared in the Qur'an. Therefore you should earnestly and fervently invoke Allah, while placing your forehead on the ground in prostration that you be guided to truth. Pray to Him that you bear out truth and adhere to it.   

     Do not be under the delusion that since guidance comes only from Allah, you need not do anything in this regard. Only he who strives for truth is shown guidance. If you ever have any doubt about the above, bear in mind the following three points which will help you. 

     First, nothing happens in this world without God’s permission. Not a leaf does move without His leave. Therefore you cannot get guidance or error without His permission. Had you been able to do so, you would have acted independently of Him. You would then have been the creator and master of all that you did. However, there can not be more than one creator and master in this world. Moreover, the Creator of this would does not run its affairs haphazardly. He law is known as Allah’s Sunnah, which is unalterable. According to this law, it is decided as to who will be guided and who will be not, in view of his evil actions. Furthermore, your Lord is the embodiment of justice and mercy. He does not wrong anyone at all. It is out of the question that a deserving person will be denied his due by Him. Nor will any undeserving person be granted what is not his due. God may, however, forgive one’s sins and reward him more than his due. For He is Most Compassionate, Most Merciful.

     Therefore, you should not take lightly your striving in the cause of truth. Do not think you will get anything, without any action on your part, and on the basis of someone’s recommendation. The Qur'an declares: “As for those who strive in Our cause, We shall surely guide them to Our ways.” (al-Ankabut 29:69). The Prophet (Peace and blessings be upon him)) told that Allah says: “Whoever comes to Me, I greet him. If he moves even slightly towards Me, I rush towards Him.” Allah’s love and affection for His servants, as evident in the above, is worth- noting: The Prophet Jesus (peace and blessings be upon him) conveys the same in these apt words: “Ask, you are bound to get. Seek, you will certainly find. Knock, the door will definitely be opened for you.”

     Let me add the last point. You will have a unique experience once you recognize truth. If a lost friend of yours appears all of a sudden before you, your heart is filled with happiness. If you are thirsty, a glimpse of a glass of water gives you immense joy and your face beams. It takes you no time to recognize that water is there. By the same token, when you study the Qur'an. listen to the truthful sayings and note the Prophet’s role model, you will realize that you have found the most precious thing which was missing. Tears will flow down your cheeks: “When they hear what has been revealed to the Messenger, you see that their eyes overflow with tears because of the truth that they recognize and they say: “Our Lord! We do believe.” (al-Maidah 5:83).

Chapter 6

O my children!

    It is essential that the truth be acknowledged after one recognizes it. This is known as the affirmation of truth. Faith consists in such affirmation of truth. Conviction signifies one’s affirmation of truth in the same way one testifies to the existence of any tangible thing. You should be consistent and steadfast in your confirmation of truth. I will discuss these points later. Let us focus today on the affirmation of truth.

    The affirmation of truth is not something complex or complicated. Any person with common sense will agree that after the recognition of truth it is important to acknowledge and affirm it. This point should not be contested by anyone. However, in real life it is not so. Some distraction might divert you from truth, knowingly or unknowingly. It is also likely that you may shy away from affirming truth even after you recognize it. Therefore, you should grasp the relevant points. I will discuss only the major points.

    The first obstacle could be your intention to gratify your desires, without discerning whether these are sound or not. You may disregard the means for satisfying your desire. Or you may ignore whether it might usurp someone’s due or it might run counter to truth. You may fail to grasp whether a particular act is good or bad for you. You should be alert against your own base desires. One gripped by his base desires turns blind to the truth. The Qur'an warns:  

 Did you ever consider the case of him who took his desire as his god and then Allah caused him to go astray despite knowledge, and sealed his hearing and his heart, and cast a veil over his sight? Who, after Allah, can direct him to the straight way? 

al-Jathiyah 45:23

On reflection you will understand as to why this happens. Truth does not let one satisfy all his desires-sound or otherwise. One is not allowed to invest everything he has for getting one thing. For, in this case he will disown truth. Thus he will not have further access to truth.

      Do not think that every desire is bad in itself or that you have to suppress all your desires for following the straight way. Your Creator has placed desires in you. Your desires for food, drink, comfort, rest, honour and fame are natural. Allah has done this with a purpose. For this makes life colourful and ensures man’s betterment. These desires prompt man to enrich his culture. Man accordingly improves his surroundings. These desires serve as man’s test how far he is sincere to the demands of truth. Does he keep his desires under control or not? Does he shun bad desires or not?

     On studying the Qur'an you would learn that Allah has not forbidden any desire. However, He has laid down the rules of the lawful and unlawful. One who rules out desires at all and treats as unlawful what is lawful is a sinner. He does so under the evil influence of Satan. At the same time, man does not enjoy, like cattle, unbridled freedom. Man should not remain content only with good food and comfortable life.

       There are limits to every desire. The spirit of these restrictions is that one should not harm fellow human beings. Satisfying his desires should not be the only concern of his life. Within these bounds, fulfilling all desires of food, sleep and comforts of life would fetch reward to man.

       Another stumbling block in the cause of truth could be man’s arrogance. He may consider himself supreme and look down upon others. He may grow proud of his accomplishments and his merit. He may regard his opinion better than those of others and refuse to submit to anyone. This is arrogance. He may consider himself more talented, competent and intelligent than Allah. Or he may think of himself as superior to everyone, without any basis.

       No one claims verbally to be superior to Allah in knowledge and intellect. However, rejecting some divine statement as irrational or outdated betrays one’s disrespect towards Him and his belief in excelling Him in knowledge and intellect. The same holds true of one who thinks that the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) was an ordinary human being like anyone and that one should not therefore abide by all what he taught. One may follow him only when he likes any of his teachings and reject those which he fails to comprehend. This is also arrogance. For this person considers himself to be better than the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). You should understand the true meaning of belief. It is not lip service alone. One should act on and strive to follow each and every divine command. This is true belief. Failing to act on or doing contrary to God’s commands betrays lack of belief.

       It is also arrogance to regard oneself better than other human beings on the basis of the country of origin, lineage, race, colour or language. Satan’s arrogance was of the same category. He refused to follow Allah’s command, saying that he was superior to Adam. For Allah had created him from fire and man from clay.

       If one thinks himself to be pious and perfect, the doors of truth are slammed on him. One who is in dark and yet thinks to have light cannot value light. One cannot have access to truth, if he suffers from any kind of arrogance. His gaining guidance is as improbable as the camel passing through the eye of a needle. You should shun all kinds of arrogance.

     Your earlier training and education, customs, and parents could be another deterrent. You may not be ready to hear anything against what is customary in your country and community. It may be on account of your own interests, your love for these, your cowardice or your inability to swim against the tide. Truth cannot adapt itself to your suppositions. Nor can you overstretch it in order to fit it to yourself. You will either not believe in it. Even if you do, you will distort it. You should be ever ready to accept what you believe to be true, and all that is from Allah and His Messenger. Only in this case you can recognize and opt for truth.

       Your jealousy against the bearer of truth could be another obstruction. One is blinded by jealousy in opposition. As the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) appeared on the scene, the Ummayyads grew jealous as to why this honour had been bestowed on one of the members of Banu Hashim. The Israelites were jealous over the selection of a member of Ishmaelites for this august office. The rich disliked it much that this privileged position was conferred upon a resouceless person. Such jealousy afflicts us even to this day, especially among the so-called religious scholars.

      These are some of the pitfalls against which you should be alert. Protect your sight, your hearing and your heart and mind against these. Otherwise, you will stumble in darkness, notwithstanding the presence of light. You will fail to recognize truth, like an asleep person. It will be very unfortunate.      

      Let me now detail the standards of recognizing truth, to which I alluded earlier. Its first and foremost prerequisite is that you must have unswerving trust in the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). You should strive your utmost to emulate him. Take his word as  the ultimate truth. Treat all his tidings as absolutely true. You should believe that all his commands are in your interest. What is forbidden by him should be taken as harmful by you. His commands must be considered as true by you.

     Let me relate you this instructive event. One night Allah transported our Messenger from Makkah to Jerusalem and then to the heavens. He was shown the truths, in which we believe, without seeing them. It was done with a view to strengthening our faith. This event is known as the Ascension or the Night Journey, for it happened on a night and since then Islam attained more and more success. On his return when the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) related his journey to the Makkans, they mocked him. Today man has made many advancements, including his landing on the moon. Even then it is hard for one to believe in something which is discordant with the laws of nature. It does not, however, occur to man that he himself revises his opinion about a thing after some time. Anyway, the Makkans, despite their limited knowledge, thought themselves to be very intelligent. They therefore dismissed the Prophet’s night journey, taking it as improbable. As the news spread, some unbelievers approached Abu Bakr, the Prophet’s closest companion, telling him: “Did you hear it? Your companion has made this claim.” However, Abu Bakr replied: “If Muhammad (Peace and blessings be upon him) tells so, it must be true. I testify to his account.” In recognition of this affirmation of truth by him he later came to be known as Siddiq (the truthful). You should try to emulate Abu Bakr in placing your trust in the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). 

       Do not think I am asking you to conform blindly. I do not believe in blind faith. Rather, I disapprove this construction. Faith is always a well-considered decision on one’s part. You believe in Prophethood in view of clear evidence, reason and intuition and with full conviction. You recognize the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) as the final Messenger in this chain. Since you have faith in him on the basis of reason, intuition and evidence from Nature, it would be illogical to contest any of his assertions. It would be blindness on one’s part to do so. Since he is Allah’s Messenger, conveying His message, no statement of his can be contrary to reason or truth. We may not fully appreciate some of his assertions in view of the low level of our intellect. Had anyone said only one hundred years ago that man would fly at the speed of more than one thousand miles an hour and will land on the moon, he would have been dismissed as irrational.

        Some persons land themselves into difficulties. On being unable to grasp a few statements of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) they take these as illogical. Unable to follow only one statement about which they have doubt, they reject all other readily understandable and sound teachings. What foolishness! Suppose you get a bag containing one hundred diamonds and you verify ninety-nine of these as genuine while you may have doubt about only one. As you cannot discard it without certainty, you will never throw away the bag because of one dubious diamond. You will hold it very dear. He who throws away the whole bag will be an unfortunate fool. You should therefore keep praying: “We believe in God. Everything is from our Lord.” We will meet again soon. 

Chapter 7

O my children!

     You may have by now learnt many points about truth. Did you like these? I am sure you must have followed these. When you recognize truth on the basis of your own quest, you would value it all the more. By then you would have learnt some other valuable points as well. Then you would be in a better position to appreciate these.

      After you perceive truth, your vision, thought and intellect would be blessed with real freedom, breadth and durability. As you would study further, you would learn about the concepts of the freedom of expression and opinion. You will be told that these are the gifts of modern civilization. This is absolutely wrong. The present culture, which claims to rest on freedom and progress, places your thought and intellect under such shackles, to which even the primitive, backward man was not subjected. 

      You are told not to believe in what you cannot apprehend with your sense perception. It thus binds you to sense perception. You can thus find out only a few things. If you agree on this, you will have to forego your own reason. It is thus an absurd proposition. Furthermore, the modern civilization brackets truth with a particular community, country, race, colour or language. Man has suffered much on account of these yokes. You will learn its details later. You have experienced it fairly recently in your own country (i.e. the fall of East Pakistan).

      Moreover, under the pretext of freedom, you are denied everything, including your roots. Today you cannot say with certainty about anything whether it is right or wrong. Everything is open to doubt and skepticism. There is no plank to support thought. What is right today is declared wrong tomorrow. Virtues and vices have become relative. It is indeed a crisis. Our life is too short and if it is wasted in vacillating from one extreme to another, it would be indeed a big loss. 

      As opposed to this, once you, while acting on reason, believe in the Prophet (pbuh), you are on a very firm ground. You are free then from all shackles. Your realm of thought turns boundless. You are no longer tethered to your sense perception. You stand liberated from superstitions, blind conformity, prejudice, customs and traditions, stubbornness, jealousy, arrogance and unbridled desires. Rather, you become the custodian of your intellect and your thought. You will never reconcile to falsehood or make any compromise about it. You will grow in conviction. After your belief in the Prophet (pbuh) you will have immense freedom of thought. The Qur'an points out: “The Prophet removes from them their burdens and the shackles that were upon them.” (al-A‘raf 7:157).

    Never give up your faculties of thinking and sight. Freedom of conscience is a precious gift of truth. Do not waste it. The Qur'an repeatedly asks man to reflect and to act on reason. It is the only Scripture with this feature. Without utilizing reason, man is worse than even cattle.

      Once endowed with faith, you should not have any worry. Gifted with this light you should not be afraid of any darkness. Some clergy men warn you not to read this or that. These are fallacious views. Your own light will dispel all darkness. Face all crises with confidence. Never feel nervous. Read, hear and see everything. Rather, you should have a very clear idea of falsehood. Otherwise you may mistake good for bad. Do not be trapped because of your ignorance. Remember darkness can never overwhelm light. Even a single ray of light dispels darkness. A lamp in your hand will illuminate your path, no matter how dark it might be. Your heart is filled with the light of the heavens and the earth. You are further helped by your good actions. Given this, you need not fear darkness or error.

     You should have such breadth of vision as to grasp truth wherever it might be. You should take it from any source. First ascertain truth and its source. Do remember that all wisdom is a believer’s lost heritage. Falsehood cannot flourish in the world. Truth is bound to prevail, even though it may be there only in part.

     You should be generous in acknowledging truth wherever you find it. You should look first, for the common ground, rather than for controversial points. You should follow the spirit of this Quranic directive: “Come to the word common between us and you: that we shall serve none but Allah and shall associate none with Him in His divinity. “ (Ali Imran 3: 64).

     The basic tenets of faith are: serving the One True God, belief in the Messengership of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), belief in the Next Life, abiding by Allah’s commands and belief in His Book. Do not suffer from the delusion that you have monopoly over truth. Part of your Book is with others also. Allah has sent His guidance to each and every community and country. Arrogance is antithetical to truth. So the bearers of truth cannot be arrogant.

     You should not be hard-hearted regarding truth. Those in error do not realize their wrong doing. We are responsible today for their error. For we have concealed from them the light which can guide them. You may be harsh only towards the die-hard unbelievers, those who stop others from embracing true faith.

     Man is not to be hated, especially the sick one. Never hate any creature of Allah. Do not hate them for they do not follow truth. You are free to condemn evil and evil actions yet refrain as far as possible from condemning evil doers. When a surgeon amputates a diseased limb, he does not feel any revulsion towards that patient. Once you embrace truth, you should be characterized with leniency, love, mercy, affection, hospitality, humility and forgiveness.  

     You are instructed not to revile false gods and misguiding leaders. For it would breed stubbornness and hostility. Others will grow averse to truth. In retaliation they may revile Allah and His Messenger. Today we hate all those in error. Even among Muslims there is hostility. Their mutual differences are worse than those that plague other communities.

         You should have the moral courage to admit your mistake. It would be your great mistake to justify your error. Covering up your mistake and not admitting it betray cowardice. As a true believer you cannot be a coward or stubborn. Your acceptance of your mistake will not harm you. Rather, you will thus gain self esteem. Others too, will have greater admiration for you. Of course, it will please Allah. He asks you to keep monitoring yourself, to admit your lapses and to rectify these. Seek forgiveness from Him and from human beings.

        You should have a clear idea of the limits related to the difference of opinion. You should respect these limits. This is a sensitive issue and merits much attention in view of the present state of the Muslim community. Briefly speaking, you should have the right to disagree and grant the same to everyone. However, it should not give rise to hostility, enmity and issuing hostile decrees against others. There may be some difference of opinion on any issue. Everyone is free to interpret something as he wills. You should insist on your freedom of expression and grant the same to others. You should respect others’ viewpoint. It is all right to consider oneself in the right. However, one should not be rigid or dogmatic. Everyone is liable to making a mistake. It is likely that others may be right. Avoid discussing peripheral issues.  

       What you accept, do so consciously. Seek knowledge if you do not have it. If unable to do it on your own, trust a pious scholar yet shun blind conformity to your elders, leaders or to your ancestral customs. You need much competence for dealing with juristic issues. You should better follow a particular school of law. However, do not abandon it for the sake of getting some relief by following another school. You may nonetheless act in the light of your knowledge and your intellect in this regard. 

      I told you earlier that things are not like black and white in several aspects of life. The line between truth and falsehood, right and wrong and good and evil is often blurred. Try to gain conviction about such an issue. Or depend upon the ruling of a pious, insightful scholar. If you regularly study the Qur'an and Sirah, you will be blessed with the light that will guide you. The Quran declares: “He whose breast Allah has opened up for Islam and who thus moves along a path illuminated by a light from Allah.” (al-Zumar 39: 22). That is why once the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) directed one of his Companions to seek the ruling, emanating from his heart. On another occasion when a Companion asked as to how he should discern between good and evil, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) told him: “What rankles your heart is sinful and what gratifies it is something good.”

     After recognizing and believing in truth, you should turn into a truthful person who is no doubt the best human being. Allah has promised an excellent reward and Paradise for the truthful men and women. The Qur‘an informs: “Allah will say: “This Day (i.e. the Day of Judgement) truthfulness will profit the truthful.” (al-Maidah 5: 119). It also asserts: “In Allah’s sight only those who truly believe in Allah and His Messengers are truthful.” (al-Hadid 57:91).

    Truthfulness consists in doing right. You should be true in what you say. Your words and deeds should reflect truth. If you utter what you do not believe in, it is a lie. The hypocrites used to call on the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), telling him that they were believers whereas they did not have faith. The Qur'an brands them as liars.

        A truthful person’s actions are only for the sake of Allah. He does what is right. You should be true to your word and accomplish what you intend to do. Let you not utter anything false.  Nor should you ever endorse any false action.  There should not be any disparity between your word and deed.

     Achieving such truthfullness may take some time. However, the important point is to speak truth and shun falsehood. You have been instructed in this since your childhood. A truthful person cannot reconcile to any falsehood, even if it does not concern Allah, His Messenger or faith. It is not something easy to achieve. However, you can aspire for it. You will realize your own violations on this count. You should instantly mend your way. Ultimately, speaking truth and acting on truth in your thoughts and deeds will also become easy.   

      It is reported that someone called on the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and submitted: “O Messenger of Allah! I have four weaknesses – I indulge in illicit sex, steal, drink wine and tell lies. I am ready to give up any of these for your sake. Advise me which one?” He replied: “Stop telling lies.” He promised to do so. At night he thought of taking wine and of committing illicit sex. However, he realized that he will have to render his account to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) the next morning and he will not be able to conceal these misdeeds from him as he can no longer tell a lie. He intended also to steal at night, as was his wont. However, the thought of appearing before the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) after committing this crime deterred him from doing so. The next morning he told the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him): “I have been able to give up all of my four bad habits only because of stopping telling lies.” While this report may not be very authentic, its message is, no doubt, loud and clear.

     You must therefore loathe telling lies. A liar stands cursed. Likewise, a false witness or he who conceals testimony is branded as a sinner: We are asked to speak truth, even if this may hurt our or our relatives’ interest. Several Quranic directives and Hadith reports bring home the above precept.

    According to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), he who has these four traits is definitely a hypocrite. Even if he has only one of these, he is afflicted with hypocrisy, until he mends his way: i) To be treacherous to a trust placed with him. ii) To tell lies ii) Not keeping one’s word and iv) Committing excess in a dispute. Another report adds that this holds true of one who may even offer prayers regularly and fast and may call himself a Muslim. (Bukhari and Muslim).
   The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is on record advising: “Speaking truth guides you to the path of virtues which, in turn, takes you to Paradise. He who regularly speaks truth turns into a truthful person. Lies push you to the path of vices which takes you to Hell. He who keeps telling lies is recorded as a liar by Allah.” (Bukhari) He also said: “A Muslim may be a coward or miser yet he cannot be a liar.” (Malik) He told the Companions: “Should I tell you about the most deadly sin?” When they affirmed, he told them: “Polytheism and disobeying your parents.” While he was reclining, he rose all of a sudden and added: “Yes, false testimony or lie too.” He kept repeating this.

    It is a lie if one does not keep his word. This malpractice is fairly common. We do not even regard it as a lie. Not keeping appointment is very common. Likewise, not repaying a loan on due date is another common bad practice. A lie should not be taken lightly. We often resort to it for placating children. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), however, condemned all forms of lies.

    You should avoid circulating unconfirmed reports. For if it is false, you will be guilty of slandering and backbiting. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) therefore warned not to repeat an inauthentic report. (Muslim)
    Let me teach you some supplications. Whenever you are in doubt and in general too, you should make this supplication: “O our Lord, show us truth as truth and enable us to follow it. Show us evil as evil and let us shun it.”

    Once you recognize truth about something, you should thank Allah. You should express your gratitude consistently to Him for having blessed you with truth. This is the divine law that one who is thankful to Allah is granted more and more. Conversely, one who is unthankful is denied divine bounties. You should therefore make it a point to keep thanking Him and expressing your need and resourcelessness: “All praise and thanks are for Allah alone. He guided us to what was beyond us. We could not find the way, had He not shown it to us.” 

    It is important to adhere to truth and to shun all falsehood after being blessed with truth. Satan is after you. If he fails to misguide you completely, he will try to distract you at least. You should repose trust in Allah alone, praying: “O our Lord, do not misguide us after having shown us the straight way. Grant us mercy from Your presence. You are the only One to give.”

    O my children! May Allah help you and bless you with success at every stage of life. 
Chapter 8

Unfinished Chapter of an Incomplete Work

       (This work remained incomplete for twenty-five years, awaiting its author’s attention. He looked for time to complete it. On 22 August 1996 he resumed writing it. However, once again, he could add only a few pages and was unable to conclude it. What he wrote, after a gap of twenty-five years, is as follows, as an unfinished chapter of an incomplete book.)

O my children!

     What a long period of time has passed! Almost a quarter of a century! I now resume my dialogue with you. While I was in the prisoners of war camp, I was subjected to searches. There were unjust restrictions on writing. The security men used to take away and destroy what I had written. I, however, managed to save some pages and then stopped writing. I brought those pages back after my release from the camp. There was much yet to be written and discussed with you. However, I had no longer any time to take up writing. The ambience of the camp was no longer there. However, when your mother read these pages, she insisted that this work should be published, even in its fragmentary form. In her opinion, this is my best writing. I was not ready to get it published in its incomplete form. On the other hand, I could not get any time to complete or conclude it either. Her insistence, however, prevailed. Now I lead a life which is totally different from the one I had in the camp. I am now forced to lead a very hectic life. It is difficult to complete this along its original lines.

    Twenty-four long years passed in this dilemma. Though this work was addressed to you, it was directed at all Muslim youths of your age group. I had addressed you out of my sense of duty that even though I was in prison, far away from you, I should contribute my share to your upbringing, your education and your character building. With this in mind I used to write with deep affection, frankness and concern. Now by Allah’s grace all of you have grown up. You are engaged in major projects. You are much better than me, even without the benefit of these letters. However, Allah may make these useful for the youth today. This has prompted me to try to complete this work. I will try my best to conclude it. If it reaches a stage which satisfies me, I will publish it myself. However, if my span of life ends before this, you may, if you deem it fit, get it published. Let us see what the Lord of the seen and the unseen has decreed in this regard. Of course, His decree alone will prevail.

   We have discussed truth at length. The first and foremost point is that there is only one truth – Allah. There is no one other than Him Who is the Self-Subsisting, the Living and the All Powerful. He alone is the Creator; all others are His creatures. He exists on His own. All that exists is on account of His will and command. He grants everything. He keeps giving everything to everyone. No one else can give anything. As to the questions—what is truth, who is Allah, what is His relationship with us and other creatures, and ours with Him, what are His likes and dislikes – these can be answered only by him whom Allah has imparted such knowledge. Rather, it is his duty to convey such knowledge. I will talk more about Allah later. Let me first focus on him who gave us sound knowledge about Allah and helped us forge our ties with Him. He is like the door through which we can enter the realm of such knowledge. Allah talked to him directly or from behind a barrier, or by inspiring something in his heart or through the angels. He is Allah’s Prophet and Messenger. The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) is the last, final Messenger of Allah. We are Muslims only because we believe in him and have our link with him. Let us talk today about him. His is an engrossing, instructive account. Once it is started, we would not like it to be stopped. So let us focus only on the salient features of his illustrious life and career.  

     He was a human being like all of us. He used to walk, eat, drink and married women. He often declared that he was a human being like others. The Qur'an introduces him thus as well. Yet he stands out above all human beings. There has not been anyone like him, before or since him. For Allah spoke to him. He granted him that knowledge which we cannot acquire by any means. He spoke on Allah’s behalf and conveyed His message in his capacity as His Prophet and Messenger. He was aware of his unique status. Those who saw and believed in him also recognized him as Allah’s Messenger. They firmly believed that all of his utterances were absolutely true. For their belief and confirmation it sufficed that some statement had been made by the Messenger of Allah.

(Ustadh Khurram Murad’s writing stops here)
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